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Dear families, 
 
Thank you to those of you who attended our 
Family Morning at the Marshmallow Park and 
the gathering at the Garden of Unearthly 
Delights.  It has been lovely to get to know you 
a little better and we hope you enjoyed 
meeting other families.  Please see the 
important dates section for other events you 
may be interested in attending. 
 
Learning Program 
As we mentioned in the first newsletter, the 
main focus of our work this term is on building 
connections with children and families, so that 
children feel safe and secure in Room 1. It is 
vitally important for children to feel confident to 
become successful learners. We have 
observed a lot of progress since the beginning 
of term.  Most children are now separating 
calmly from their families in the morning, or 
settling within a few minutes of their loved 
ones leaving the centre.  If you have any 
concerns about how your child is feeling during 
the day, please talk to one of the team – but 
please be assured that they are all doing really 
well. 
 
A second focus this term is to support 
children’s sense of belonging to a community 
and encourage social responsibility.  Group 
times and meal times play an important role in 
the above.  At group times we all come 
together and sing songs or read stories which 
are prompted by the children.  A number of the 
children now verbally or through their body 
language suggest a favourite song, which we 
all sing together (with lots of actions!).  Meal 
times provide opportunities for the children to 
help prepare the seating, clean the table and 
give out the bowls.  Lots of the children involve 
themselves in these tasks and their 
contributions are encouraged and valued.   
 
We have noticed this term that the children are 
very keen to look after our garden.  On a daily 
basis the children water the garden and we 
have built on this interest by planting a small 

herb basket with the children.  We will continue 
to look for ways to involve children in caring for 
their environment throughout the term. 
 
We are also starting to explore the concept of 
light and shade, after we noticed the interest 
the children take in the light box.  This week 
we are utilising a projector to explore the 
children’s reactions to images on the wall. 
Depending on the children’s interest, this may 
become a longer-term project. 
 
Portfolios/Learning Stories 
One of the ways we document children’s 
learning is via a portfolio for each child which 
contain learning stories.  We are currently in 
the process of creating learning stories for this 
term and each child will have at least one 
learning story by the end of term.  The team 
will be happy to show you where these can be 
located. 
 
Important Dates 
Some important dates for your diary this term: 
 
21 March 2019 – Harmony Day 
Harmony Day celebrates multi-culturalism in 
Australia. Children are invited to wear 
something orange or clothing that represents 
their culture to celebrate the day (optional). 
Julie will be cooking food from a different 
country each day. 
 
23 March 2019 – Working Bee, St John’s 
Garden, 10.00am 
St John’s Church are developing their garden 
by creating garden beds for our children to 
access.  If you can spare an hour or two, 
please come along to help. 
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3 April 2019 – Class Meeting, 6.00pm – 
7.30pm 
This will be an evening where we share our 
learning from Room 1 over the term. 
 
 
Important Reminders 

• Nuts are not allowed at the centre as 
they pose a severe danger to children 
with nut allergies. Please do not pack 
nuts or items containing nuts such as 
muesli bars in your child’s bag. We are 
grateful to receive fruit to share with the 
children – please place in the hallway 
basket – but please do not bring other 
foods to the centre. 
 

 

• We discourage children bringing toys 

from home as they may become lost or 

broken. The exception is a comforter, 

which will support your child throughout 

their day. 

 

• Please ensure children wear 
appropriate sun-smart clothing 
(shoulders covered) to the centre and 
come with sunscreen applied.  Please 
pack extra clothing in their bag as 
children may get wet during play or at 
mealtimes. Please also ensure children 
wear footwear which allows them to 
play. 
 

• Please check your child’s bag for any 
harmful objects or substances.  
Children have been bringing in items 
such as money, tiny toys and silica 
beads. 
 

If you have any questions please speak to or 
email Nicola – 
Nicola.Jones64@schools.sa.edu or speak to 
a Room 1 educator.  
 
The Room 1 Team  
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